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Israel was founded less than 70 years ago, but its history stretches back thousands of years.

Readers will examine the countrys complex relationship with many of the worlds major religions and

learn how and why it was formed. They will also discover what life is like for todays Israeli

population by examining the nations culture, climate, economy, and geography.
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My daughter checked out this book from the library. She is 14 years old. She got the book for her

little brother to read and study about Israel. She was telling me about the book but said she thinks

her brother should skip a page in the first chapter. I asked her why and she said she didn't feel what

was stated in this book was right but couldn't express it. I asked her to show me what she read:

"Despite the differences among Israel's peoples, they share the common experience of building the

nation. Regardless of their political leanings or religious beliefs, there is a kinship among them that

will perhaps heal the wounds of old. Until then, Israel must remain a place of optimism and

tolerance."I wouldn't have used the word "tolerance" and state what Israel "must do". Writers must

be careful especially when writing for kids to not seem to have an agenda and then label it as

"facts".The back of this book states "an invaluable resource for facts", but instead of facts (like it



states on the back of the book) it looks as if it is full of opinions. I couldn't tell you about the rest of

the book because I didn't read it past the first chapter and we are returning it to the library. I would

not let my children read this book and it is supposed to be for children. I am glad my daughter talked

to me about it and I listened. It may be fine for others but not for us. Thank you.
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